NICU-the "I" stands for integrated.
NICU stands for Neuro Integrated Care Unit. With the integration philosophy, from the time of admission the patients remain in the NICU even though their status and priority change, until they are ready for discharge home or discharge to a rehabilitation unit. This integration enhances patient satisfaction and decreases length of stay by providing consistent caregivers who have expertise in critical care nursing as well as neuroscience nursing. The interdisciplinary teamwork done in the NICU eliminates the fragmented process that can occur when patients are transferred to several units. The NICU is a unique design that works well in this community hospital.